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Query Letter

To the publisher of Gary Conger and Michael John Howard’s new book...

THE FOUR HORSEMEN OF THE HEARTLAND

The “Ride 4 America’ Tribute To American Heroes

In these days of bad news, reality TV (which is seldom real and often not fit for TV), and
disappointing former role models, we would like to treat you to something very special. We
would like to introduce you to an inspiring story of an epic journey, undertaken for selfless
purposes, by average Americans, and, best of all, it is 100% true!

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland takes the reader along on a five month sojourn, on
horseback, beginning on April 19, 2002, at the site of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City and
ending September 5, 2002, at the World Trade Center in New York City. The reader will
experience life, like it was lived in the old west, as they keep company with Gary, Tim, Sonny,
and Fred along the trail on a journey into the history books.

Why did these four horsemen (three cowboys and one fireman) leave their homes, jobs, and
families to spend five months crossing the United States; riding in rain, wind, and unbearable
heat? What was their cause, which was important enough to have these four unknowns
welcomed as heroes in towns across the nation, to have them interviewed by countless reporters,
and asked to speak in front of thousands of school children?

Yes, The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland rode on a mission. They rode to:

- Demonstrate the newly forged and unique connection between the people of Oklahoma
and those of the other three targets of terrorism in the U.S. To this end, they visited all
four terror locations: The Alfred P. Murrah Building in Oklahoma City; the site of the crash
of United Flight 93, in Shanksville, PA; the Pentagon; and Ground Zero, in New York City.
Honor the heroes who died on Sept. 11", by collecting money along the way, for a
scholarship fund for the children of the victims.

Remember the fallen Firefighters, Police, and Emergency workers; collecting patches and
badges from their brethren across the nation.

Remind America of its western heritage; of a time when, if a neighbor was in trouble, the
whole community would come, no matter how far to lend a hand.

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland is a true story of hope and heroism, told in a way that
shares the joys and sorrows experienced by these otherwise normal men, who did something
extraordinary out the goodness of their hearts.

The authors of The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland, Gary Conger and Michael John Howard,
can assure you that your readers will find this story inspiring, entertaining, and honest. Michael
has received outstanding responses for his two novels; many exclaiming how they were drawn
into the story. Gary is also an excellent story teller, but he also has the advantage of having
been one of the four riders. Both are willing to participate whole heartedly in the marking of their
book.

So, what will you be getting when you choose to publish The Four Horsemen Of The
Heartland? You will be publishing a timely true story of ordinary people, doing an extraordinary
thing, told by one of the participants, to an experienced author.



This book proposal will be presented to a handful of publishers today. We are looking for one
publisher to respond quickly to this highly marketable property. We hope that you are that
publisher and that we will hear from you very soon.

Thank you for your valuable time,
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Michael J. Howard Gary Conger
mjhoward@angelsatplay.com TheRide4America@aol.com
(918) 341-4771 (eves) (918) 342-1573 (home)
(918) 939-5190 (days) (918) 698-7810 (cell)

(918) 519-3423 (cell)



Overview

When the Murrah Federal Building was destroyed on April 19, 1995, the people of America
suddenly woke up to the fact that terrorism could strike them, even here, in the heartland of the
United States. This time, it did not happen in some third world country; not in some desert realm
with generations of ethnic warfare. No, it happened here, and it was one of our own who did it.

Six years later, on Tuesday, September 11, 2001, we all watched in horror as America was struck
again. But this time, it was different. We stood glued to Television sets, wherever we were,
witnessing the deaths of 2995 people; most of whom did nothing that would mark them for death,
except for going to work or traveling on an airplane, just as we do every day.

We watched as symbols of our economic system, and of our culture, the twin towers of the World
Trade Center, crumbled into dust and taking with them, among a multitude of others, 343 brave
firefighters who willingly ran into the inferno; their last act being an attempt to save the lives of
other people.

We watched as a symbol of our nation’s military might, The Pentagon, was targeted by another
airplane; taking the lives of another 185 innocent victims and four terrorists.

And finally, we watched as smoked billowed from a pit in a field outside of Shanksville,
Pennsylvania. Here the 39 passengers and crew of United Airlines Flight 93 died when their
plane crashed, as they heroically fought back against four highjackers, who wanted to use it, and
them, as another tool of terrorism.

We all watched. We all wanted to do something. Some of us held meetings. Some of us raised
money to help the victims. But some wanted to do more. They HAD to do more.

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland

Before the end of that terrible week, one man in Claremore, Oklahoma decided what he had to
do. His name was Tim Meyers and, being a true son of the west, he wanted to do something to
help the families of the victims of September 11", to show the unity of our nation, and to honor
those who had fallen. Not only that, he wanted to do it the way that it would have been done on
in the old west; on horseback.

His plan was to ride horses from the site of the Murrah Building in Oklahoma City, to each of the
9/11 sites, ending at the World Trade Center in New York. He wanted to have four riders, one
representing each site, and, as they rode across the nation, they would collect money for the
children of the victims. They would start on the seventh anniversary of the Oklahoma City
bombing, on April 19, 2002, and be in New York for the first anniversary of 9/11.

He began talking about this plan on Friday, September 14, 2001 and quickly had his first taker.
An old friend of his, Gary Conger, a Claremore Firefighter, immediately agreed to go along. And
soon, the team of four was completed with the inclusion of Robert ‘Sonny’ Malone and Fred Bell.

That is how the saga began for the four men, three cowboys and one firefighter, who were not
content to just watch like the rest of us. They took action; they made sacrifices; and they
accomplished an amazing goal.

Why This Book?



When men (or women) of conviction and courage do something great, such as this ride, it makes
us all better people, just by the example that it sets. That is why cultures around the world have
traditionally honored those who did more; who went beyond what their neighbors would do.

Those people are still held up as examples of what we can be. And so it should be with these
men, and those who helped them.

You see, they are part of us. They represent the people that we would like to be. When we get
to know people like these men, it inspires us. As we look up to them, we too are lifted up.

Through this book, The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland, the average person will be able to
go along on this heroic journey. They will get to experience what it is like to step out of their life
and, at least for a while, live at a level they would never experience otherwise.

Sure, there are other books that are inspirational; other books that talk of the growth that one
achieves as part of a quest; books that take the reader to far away places and long gone, or
distant future, times. But this book is real, it is current, and it speaks to us now, in our time and
place.

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland is not a travelogue. It is the story of a journey, but it is
also much more than that. It is a reflection of our nation and our times. It is a story of
overcoming hardship for a just cause. It is a reminder of our heritage and how we, as Americans,
can accomplish anything, if and when we work together.

From the introduction to the appendix, you will see the American spirit in The Four Horsemen Of
The Heartland. Although we have been hurt, we continue on. We strive to achieve, we keep
our promises, and we honor our heroes. That is the cowboy way; and that is the American way.
So, come along with us now. Saddle up you horse and ride with us down the trail, along with...

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland



About The Authors

Gary Conger

Gary is a long time resident of Claremore, Oklahoma and,
like his hometown’s favorite son, Will Rogers, he is an
excellent storyteller. In 2002, Gary took five months off
from his job as a Fire Captain and went along as one of the
four horsemen, who rode from Oklahoma to New York, on
the “Ride 4 America”.

While Gary is new to the literary world, he is a master of
expressing the joys and sorrows that he, and the other
riders, experienced on their epic journey.

During their trip, and since his return home, Gary has also
demonstrated a natural talent for captivating audiences with
his home-spun charm and straight forward way of expressing himself. This has also been
demonstrated in the many radio and television interviews that he has taken part in.

In short, Gary Conger is the right man to relate the story of this historic event for two main
reasons. First, he lived it and can tell the reader about it from a first hand point of view.
Second, he has the storytelling talent to help the reader feel like they were there too.

Michael John Howard

Michael is a published author, with two books currently in
print: Angels On Assignment and The Unquenchable Thirst.

While each of these books is in a different genre, one thing |
that they have in common is Michael’s unique writing style.

Many of those who have read Michael’'s work have written
back to him, enthusing over how they were drawn into his
story, truly caring about the characters, and feeling that they
had become a part of it. His writing has earned words of
praise for people like: Mark Victor Hansen, co-creator of the &
“Chicken Soup for the Soul” book series and co-author of | &8
“One Minute Millionaire”; Michele Blood, creator of * :
MPowerTV.com and Musivation.com; and Michael Nankin,
who is a Producer for FOX Television.

Michael is a trained public speaker, having earned his CTM and an Outstanding Toastmaster
Award from Toastmasters International. He is also a certified trainer, has given numerous
public lectures and book reading across the nation, and has publicized his books
internationally on internet radio.

He is well known in the offices of his current publisher as an author who is not afraid to go
where ever he needs to, and to do whatever it takes, to market his works.



Gary and Michael, As A Team
Together, Gary and Michael form an unbeatable team for creating this book!

Gary provides the first-hand account of a history making event and has the natural ability to
express the story in a simple and honest manner.

Michael has the writing skills and experience in the book business to make the book a reality,
and to drive the marketing effort forward.

Together they have the communication skills to spread the message of the the book and the
willingness and drive to make it's marketing an incredible success.
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A Winning Marketing Strategy

Timing Is Important

As with anything that deals with historical events, the timing for the launch of this book is critical.
The public, in general, and the media specifically, place a great deal of importance on the
anniversaries of momentous events. This is especially true, when the number years that have
passed is a multiple of five. This can work for us, since the 10" anniversary of the Oklahoma City
bombing will take place on April 19, 2005. We feel that, whatever it takes, this book should be
launched on or near that date.

Barring any overshadowing event, the media will spend a great deal of time on stories related to
this anniversary. So a properly timed launch, and well written press releases, will allow us to take
advantage of the media’s hunger for timely interview subjects and topics, such as ours.

The Market We Already Have

As the riders made their way across the nation, they made numerous valuable contacts in each
city and town that they passed through. These included:

Media people who flocked to the riders for interview where ever they went. We will
contact them again, as the launch date approaches, for additional interviews and follow-
ups.

Merchants who donated money, supplies, and equipment to the riders, along the way.
Many of these will appear in our Resources List, but we will also be contacting them as
possible distribution points for the book. Additionally, some, such as Crown Auto World,
in Bristow, Oklahoma, may even purchase the books in large quantities to be given away
to customers as premiums.

Individual supporters, who, when they hear that the ride is the topic of the book, will be
anxious to learn more about it and what happened to the riders after they were done.

We will make it a priority to contact these people, as the launch date approaches. This can be
done via media exposure, but it is also important that the authors make personal appearances in
numerous places along the route taken in 2002. This will have the affect of reaching each of
these groups, as well as introducing the topic to numerous others in their communities.

Additionally, there are many special interest bookstores and book clubs specializing in topics
such as history, western lore, current events, and any number of other topics that are related to
the content of our book. There are bookstores in almost every town along the route, which would
be glad to carry a book about an event in which their community played a part, even if it was just
by providing a place for the riders to camp for the night. This is not to mention the many schools
and libraries that are always happy to have access to positive stories of hope and courage.

Speaking In Public

Even before the first copy of the book is available, the authors will make themselves available for
live appearances to promote it. This will involve speaking to civic organizations, church groups,
and anywhere else that people are willing to hear their story.

Once the book is in print, both authors are more than willing to appear at book-signings and
readings, literary groups, or any venue that will improve the sales.
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The Internet

The Gary and Michael have already registered various URL addresses, to protect the title and
subtitle of this book. In the next month, an information website will be set up, with all of these
addresses pointing to it.

It will serve as a central information area, carrying news about the book and the authors, listing
the authors’ schedule of appearances, and, once the book is available, it will have a commercial
element that will allow visitors to purchase signed copies directly from the authors.

The website will also share links with other sites that provide resources and information that
would be of interest to our readers.

Additionally, we plan to organize a book blitz on Amazon.com for one day, during the week of the
launch. To do this we will make use of contacts that Michael has developed over the years. In
exchange for the publicity of being part of the bonus package that will be made available to
everyone who purchases the book on that day, various information marketers will provide
information products for that package. The will also help to publicize the book, and the bonus
package, by sending notification to their list of customers. The goal of this is to be, at least for a
short period of time, the number one best seller on Amazon.com.

Beyond The Book

Ever since Gary has returned from the “Ride 4 America”, people have continually asked him for
more information about what he had done and experienced. We feel that this book, while an
important step in sharing this story with the public, is not an end in it self.

We plan to continue actively marketing this book far beyond any support given by the publisher.
We feel that the message, and the lessons, of this book are important enough to merit their
development into other products, so as to reach an even a wider audience.

For instance, we see this book being released in other formats, including electronic and audio
books. We also feel that an inspirational human interest story of this type would make an
excellent Television mini-series.

The authors of The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland are willing to put into action, what many
authors only say they will do. We believe in our book; we believe in our message; and we will go
the extra mile to achieve our mission.
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Suggested Cover Art

THE FOUR HORSEMEN
OF THE HEARTLAND

The "Ride 4 America" Tribute
To American Heroes

Gary Conger
Michael John Howard
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Sample Chapters

The following writing samples are intended to give you some idea of the writing style of the
authors. They consist of an Introduction to the book and part of the second chapter, which will
discuss how the “Ride 4 America” project became a reality.
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Introduction

In the old west, cowboys lived by a code of honor. When a neighbor was in trouble,
when a disaster occurred, they would drop whatever they were doing and hurry off to
help whoever was is in need.

This is not, of course, what Hollywood would like you believe about cowboys. The studio
moguls can sell more theatre tickets if their star cowpoke is the toughest man in town,
has a draw that is even too fast to see during the slow motion replay, and spends most of
his time alternating between kissing his girl and killing somebody.

Sure, there were outlaws in the old west. There have always been, and always will be,
some who are less than honest. But like now, the bad apples were in the minority.

Most folks were the hard working, salt of the earth types, who worked hard and watched
out for their neighbors.

The thing is, during the opening of the western United States, there were enough
dangers that people really did have to stick together. They had to, if they wanted to
survive.

This was especially true of the men who worked with cattle; the cowboys. These were
men whose way of life was one of struggle. Struggle against the elements; struggle
against the livestock; and struggle against the solitude of the trail.

The only way that even the toughest of them could make it was to become
interdependent with those around him. That was how the cowboy code of honor came to
be. Working together, pulling your own load, and helping those in need; that was the
code on which our nation was built.

The spirit of this code, still lives in the people of America, showing itself best, in times of
trouble; such as the Oklahoma City Bombing and the terrorist attacks of 9/II. It is times
like these that people from all over the nation roll their sleeves up, and pitch in to help
their neighbors; even if that neighbor lives 3000 miles away.

A similar code of honor and self-sacrifice can also be found today; embodied in the
Firefighters, Police Officers, and other emergency workers, who risk their lives each day
in order to help complete strangers in times of need.

In fact, it was that very spirit that caused over 403 of those very same incredibly giving
people to rush to aid of others, only to die in the collapse of the World Trade Center
towers. And it was that same spirit that caused firefighters, from across the nation, to
want to travel to New York, to dig in the rubble, to join the search for survivors, so that
maybe one more life might be saved.

That is the way of the Fireman, and of the Policeman, and of all of the other emergency
workers.

One such man is Gary Conger, who is Fire Captain in City of Claremore, Oklahoma.
14



Gary was born in Sparta, Wisconsin, but lived in South Miami, Florida until he was 14. It
was then that he moved to Claremore.

On April 19, 1995, Gary was already a firefighter and was attending a school in
California. It was there that he heard about the bombing of the Alfred P. Murrah building,
in Oklahoma City from a classmate.

When the news reached him, it was all Gary could to keep himself from leaving the
school and coming back to Oklahoma to help, in whatever way that he could. Such was
the fireman’s instinct in him.

Six years later, on September 11, 2001, Captain Gary Conger was at work when the
news came in. Two planes had crashed into the World Trade Center, causing both
towers to collapse. Another plane had crashed into the Pentagon, and yet another had
crashed into a field in Southwestern Pennsylvania. The loss of life was staggering and
included hundreds of his brother firefighters.

Like the rest of us Gary was stunned. Like any other man, Gary was angry. And, like any
Fireman, Gary wanted to hop on a truck and drive to New York.

The rest of the week, Gary went through the motions of normal life. His time was
punctuated by news reports of the horrors of the attacks. The shock of it all, made the
rest of life seem to be less real; less important for the moment.

It wasn’t until that Friday night, at a school carnival, that something happened that
changed Gary’s life.

A good friend of his, Tim Meyers, had come up with a plan that was absolutely crazy. It
was ludicrous. He would be insane to go along.

In fact, Tim’s idea was simple and as soon as he heard it, Gary told Tim that he was
going along.

You see, even though the bombing of the Murrah Building was separated by several
years and half of a continent from the attacks in New York, Washington, DC, and over
Shanksville, Pennsylvania, a bond was forged in flames of those disasters between the
people of Oklahoma and those whose lives were impacted at other three locations.

Tim had felt that bond so strongly, that he came up with the idea of finding three other
Oklahoma horsemen, who were willing to take action on epic scale. True to their cowboy
heritage, they would start out on April 19", 2002, for the five month ride, from the
Oklahoma City Bombing Memorial to Ground-Zero in New York City; leaving their jobs,
their families, and the rest of their lives behind, while they rode off to help people they
had never met. Their goal was to raise money to create a college fund for the surviving
children of the victims of both terrorist attacks.

They called their historic project, which made headlines across the nation, Ride 4
America.

This book is memoir of that journey, as it was experienced by one of those four
horsemen: Gary Conger.

15



What was Gary’s reason for making this journey? Well, Gary is not only one of those
people who naturally lives by the code of the Old West, but he is also a Firefighter. As
such, he takes very personally the loss of 343 of his brethren in New York, and feels the
responsibility of kinship to help those who were left behind.

This is also the reason that Gary felt compelled to share his thoughts, feelings, and the
story of this amazing trek. He wanted to express how this life-changing event helped to
spread hope and unity across the nation, when so many were living in fear and doubt.

His need to share this story with you, the reader, led him to seek help in recording this
event from a local author, Michael John Howard. From their first meeting, which was
coincidentally on April 19", the two men felt a connection that can only come from being
on a shared mission.

This book was their goal and is the fruit of their partnership.

Chapter by chapter, as you read this volume; you will follow the adventures, and
misadventures, of this selfless band of heroes. Along the way, you will meet numerous
inspiring individuals, some of whom provide firsthand accounts of the events that have,
and will continue to, shape how we live out lives.

From this introduction to the appendix, you will discover the American spirit in each of the
riders, and in yourself. Although we all feel pain, we continue on. We strive to achieve,
we keep our promises, and we honor our heroes. That is the cowboy way; and that is the
American way.

So, come along with us now. Saddle up you horse and ride with us down the trail, along
with...

The Four Horsemen Of The Heartland
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Chapter 2 — The Mission

Gary Conger watched all of the events of September 11 on television, just like everyone
else did. He saw the constant replays of the news footage, heard the pundits ramble on
and on over who was responsible and what America’s response would be, and was
shocked by a premature announcement that the possible death toll could reach as high
as 30,000.

But even with all of the news chatter, the nation seemed to be holding its breath. We
seemed to be waiting for something to happen; waiting for someone to do something.

For Gary, and for his fellow firefighters, the week after the attacks was especially hard.
After all, by nature and training, they were people who took action; who dove in to help
those in need. They were the ones who would risk their lives daily by rushing into a
burning building to save a life. They were the ones to use the Jaws-Of-Life to pry an
accident victim from a mangled car, before an exploding gas tank could snuff out their
life.

Gary wished that he could dive into the television set and be there at Ground Zero to help
in the search for still buried survivors. He and his team would have gladly driven one of
their fire engines, day and night, siren blaring and lights flashing, all the way to New York,
if only they could help to save one more life.

But he knew that this was not possible. This was a call that he could not answer. If he
and his men were to rush off to help in New York, who would protect their neighbors.

If every emergency worker in America would have acted on their passion to serve, the
rest of the nation would have been in chaos and the streets of Washington and New York
would have been impassably clogged with every type of rescue vehicle known to man.

This was a frustration that, while experienced by many other types of Americans, was
almost crippling to people of action, like Gary. He had to force himself to concentrate on
the normal daily duties that made up his life. He had to function with his mind in two
places; half of him was in the here and now of his job and family, but the other half was
mentally searching for signs of life in the still smoldering rubble.

Sometimes the intelligence that runs the universe, whatever you may want to call it or
envision it to be, gives us the one thing that we really need.

What Gary really needed was a way to become involved in helping the victims of the
attack. He needed to a way to feel that he was contributing; that he was not just a
spectator.

That very thing that he needed turned out already to be percolating in the brain of a
Cowboy Poet, and one of Gary’s good friends, named Tim Meyers.

Sequoyah School was where Gary had gone as a boy. Now it was the school that his
son, Dylan, and his daughter, Stevey, attended.

17



On the Friday evening after the attacks, Sequoyah was having its Fall Festival and a
football game. The school had refused to cancel these events, if for no other reason than
to give everyone a pleasant distraction from the awful news earlier in the week.

Gary also knew that he and his family needed the break, so, even though he really didn’t
feel like going, he took Rhonda and the kids on over to the school.

When they arrived, Rhonda headed off to talk to some of the other moms, and the kids
went in search of their friends. Gary noticed Tim in a serious conversation with another
old friend, so he joined them to see what was up.

From the moment he joined the conversation, he was hooked. Tim, while normally a
passionate kind of guy, was even more enthusiastic than usual.

He said that he had come up with this incredible idea. He had been given a mission, he
now knew what he had to do, and, by God, he was going to do it.

Even though he had not yet heard what the idea was, this all sounded exciting to Gary
and knew that he wanted to be involved. First, however, he had to get Tim to go back
and explain this mission.

Tim Meyers is a true son of the old west. He is every bit the cowboy and looks the part.
He is of average height and slender build, with the kind of full mustache that would only
look right on someone wearing spurs and a weathered cowboy hat. When he speaks, it
is with excitement and honesty, and has just the right twang that make you think of
stories told around a campfire, after a long day on the trail, with a coyote howling off
across the prairie.

Now, with Tim, we’re not talking about some kind of fake, weekend cowboy. He is the
real thing. Not only that, he is also well know in the ranks of the Cowboy Poets.

In case you have never heard of it, Cowboy Poetry is a style of verse that is unique to
people who are immersed in the culture of the old west. While it may not be as
“sophisticated” as the more formal styles of poetry, it carries a charm and meaning that is
nearly irresistible. The words are usually simple, but the message is always clear.

Tim Meyers and Jimmy Rogers, who you will meet later, are masters of this art form.

One trait of Cowboy Poetry is that it is more of a performance art than a written one. This
means that the poet, while he or she may have a written copy of the poem to read from,
puts as much of the meaning of the poem into their vocal delivery as into the words
themselves.

Tim, being a consummate Cowboy Poet, puts that same kind of intensity into his normal
conversations, especially when he’s describing something that he has a passion about.
This was the case with his description of “the mission”.

It took a little time, but Gary finally got Tim to slow down enough to ask him to explain
what he had in mind.
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“Gary,” he said, lowering his voice a bit, “| know what we’ve got to do. We’ve got to show
the folks back in New York, and at the Pentagon, that we’re with them.”

“There’s a bond between us now; between Oklahoma and New York. We've both
experienced what it’s like to be attacked by terrorists. We’ve got something in common.”

“Here’s what I'm going to do. I’'m going to put together four guys, one representing each
of the four terror sites (Oklahoma City, the World Trade Center, The Pentagon, and the
crash site of Flight 93 near Shanksville, PA), and we’re going to ride horses from the
memorial in Oklahoma City to New York.”

Rhonda had been standing a little ways away and had seen Tim talking excitedly to Gary.
When she walked over and asked what was going on, Gary was so caught up in the
conversation that he motioned her away and mumbled something like, “Later. [I'll tell you
later.”

As she walked away, Tim continued. “As we go, we’ll take a collection to give to a charity
for the families of the victims. And we’ll take along a riderless horse, to represent the
people who died in all of the attacks.”

Gary finally asked, “Why on horseback? Won't that take a long time?”

“It has to be on horses, Gary!” Tim explained. “That brings in our western heritage. It’'s
important for people to get the connection of this ride with Oklahoma. It will help them
understand that Oklahoma and New York and Washington and Pennsylvania,” he ticked
each one off on the fingers of one hand, “have a connection. The four riders will show
that connection, and doing it on horse back will tie it back to Oklahoma and our western
roots.”

He paused to think for a minute. “As for the time, | would guess that it would take about
five months to do it without killing the horses or ourselves. That will give us time to stop
at each location for a ceremony.”

By this time, Gary had stopped listening to everything Tim was saying, because he was
trying work out how he could go along on the ride. He wanted to do this. He had to do
this.

But how could he do it?

Years earlier, Gary was still living in South Miami, Florida, two of his friends had asked
him to come along, when they decided to hike from Miami to Maine. Gary really wanted
to go on that trip, but didn’t get to. Ever since then he had regretted not going along.

Now what Tim was suggesting was like a second chance.

On top of that, he would be honoring the 343 firefighters who died in New York, along
with all of the others. He would also be helping the families of the victims.

Damn! How could he not do it?
“Tim, that’s enough! I'min! I'm doing it! When do we leave?”
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Tim was grinning like a teenager who had just gotten his drivers license. He grabbed
Gary’s hand and began shaking it wildly. “Whoa, partner! This will take a bit of
planning.”

Tim tilted his head toward where Rhonda was talking with some other women, “And
you’re gonna have to get yourself a kitchen pass from the boss lady. And what about
your jobs. After all, you're a firefighter and you sell Real Estate and, in the summer, you
mow lawns.”

“Man, I’'m happy you want to go, but can you just take five months off like that?”

Gary’s shined with determination. “Tim, | am doing this! | don’t know how yet, but you
can count me in!”

Gary glanced a little nervously at Rhonda, who just happened to look in his direction at
exactly the same time. When their eyes met, Gary saw that “Now what are you up t0o?”
expression that every husband knows. It was at that point that he began working in his
mind on just how he would break the news to her, without sparking a major family
dispute.

He turned back to Tim. “So when do you think we’ll start?”

Tim was ready for that question, and answered with a grin. “l was thinking of starting out
from the Cowboy Hall of Fame in Oklahoma City on April 19", next year. It will be the
seventh anniversary of the Murrah Building bombing. We can ride over to memorial and
then leave from there. That should get us into New York right around September 11; in
time for the first anniversary of the attacks.”

For the rest of the evening, when Gary and Tim were together, they talked about the trip.
Neither of them had ever planned anything like this, nor did they know anyone who had.
Aside from breaking the news to Rhonda and the kids, organizing this trip was going to
be the biggest challenge either of the two had ever faced.

... To be continued
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